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Summary

The Environmental Performance Index (EPI) is an indicator used to assess the situation
and actions taken to solve environmental issues. It is an international ranking system that
provides environmental rankings to countries around the world, indicating their level of
environmental performance. It was developed by Yale University and Columbia University.
EPI is characterized as an index value that places countries ona 0- 100 scale from worst to
best performance. An EPI score approaching 100 means good operational performance.
The assessment levels have been divided into overall EPI scores, a score for each policy
objective, issue categories, and performance indicators. The latest EPI results, released in 2024
(EPI Yale & Columbia 2024), show that Thailand's average score was 45.7, ranking 90" globally
and 3" in ASEAN.

The Environmental Performance Index in the context of Thailand (EPI Thailand) is an
indicator that has been selected for its calculation format that is consistent with national
policies and context, as well as linked to the global context. It consists of 3 policy objectives,
11 issue categories, and 34 indicators. The Environmental Health Policy Objectives focus on
air quality, sanitation and drinking water, heavy metals, and waste management.
The Climate Change Policy Objectives focus on mitigating the impacts of global warming.
The Ecosystem Vitality Policy Objectives focus on biodiversity and habitats, ecosystem
services, fisheries, acid rain, agriculture, and water resources. The 2024 EPI Thailand assessment
result resulted in a total score of 75.7 points which has a higher scores than 2023, divided
into 57.2 points for the Environmental Health Policy Objectives, 95.6 points for the Climate
Change Policy Objectives, and 66.4 points for the Ecosystem Vitality Policy Objectives.

EPI Thailand is aligned with other environmental indicators, both at the global level,
such as the Sustainable Development Goals and the Ocean Health Index, and at the national
level, such as the Master Plan under the National Strategy, the 13 National Economic and
Social Development Plan (2023 - 2027), and the Environmental Quality Management Plan
(2023 - 2027). EPI Thailand will serve as a key tool for systematically monitoring and assessing
the country's environmental situation. It will help identify strengths, weaknesses, and trends
in environmental quality change across key areas. This information can be used to inform
policy formulation, planning, and decision-making regarding natural resource and
environmental management at both national and local levels. It also helps foster cooperation
and awareness among government agencies, the private sector, and the public to jointly
enhance the country's environmental quality sustainably.

The key to evaluating the EPI Thailand is not the score, but rather the country's ability
to manage the environment and natural resources, which is reflected in the score. Therefore,
to reflect strength and enhance Thailand's capacity to manage the environment effectively,
systematically, and sustainably, cooperation from all sectors is required.
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